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Upcoming dates 

Date  Event 

Monday 13th July 2026 Year 10 DofE Expedition 

Tuesday 14th July 2026 Language Ambassadors meeting - 

Lunchtime 

Wednesday 15th July 2026 Careers Ambassadors meeting – Lunchtime 

(room 117) 

Year 9 DofE Practice walk 

Thursday 16th July 2026 Do Something Different Day 

Friday 17th July 2026 Break up for Summer - 12.30pm 

 

This Week... 
It has been another busy week at Lordswood, with students taking part in a wide range of 

opportunities both in and out of school, while continuing to show the resilience and positive 

attitude that we are so proud of. 

Our Year 10 students have been particularly active. The History department took students 

to London, while Geography students visited Stratford-upon-Avon, with both trips designed 

to support learning and deepen understanding of topics covered as part of their GCSE 

courses. 

Year 10 students working towards their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh's Award completed an 

8km practice walk in the Clent Hills, putting into practice the navigation, teamwork and 

https://lsg.kevibham.org/


 

 
 

 

 

expedition skills they have been developing in lessons. Despite the warm weather, students 

approached the challenge with determination and worked well together throughout the day. 

A group of Year 10 art students visited Aston Engineering Academy to take part in a jewellery-

making workshop. The visit gave students the opportunity to learn new techniques and gain 

insight into creative industries. 

Our Year 12 students represented the school brilliantly when they volunteered as sighted 

guides for partially sighted students from Queen Alexandra College, at a technology 

exhibition. They provided support throughout the event and were praised for their maturity 

and willingness to help others. 

Students also attended the Creative Industries Enterprise Day at King Edward VI High School 

for Girls, where they worked with students from other schools, developed enterprise skills 

and explored careers within the creative sector. 

Throughout the annual Charity Week, several activities and events have taken place to raise 

money for a variety of charities including food collection for a local food bank. It was great 

to see so many students getting involved and supporting causes that are important to them. 

Sports Day brought the whole school together and, despite the heat, students embraced the 

event with enthusiasm. There was a fantastic atmosphere throughout the morning, with 

plenty of encouragement from the sidelines, music playing, and students enjoying the 

opportunity to compete. One of the most anticipated events was the annual Teachers vs 

Sixth Form Tug of War, and once again the staff team came out on top, making it their third 

consecutive victory. 

The Performing Arts department also presented this year’s summer production, ‘School of 

Rock’.  Students delivered excellent performances and clearly enjoyed showcasing the hard 

work they have put in over recent months. The production was supported by the Art 

department and Mr Nicholas who worked together to produce an impressive set design. 

The GCSE and A Level Art Exhibition showed the creativity and talent of our Year 11 and Year 

13 students. It provided a wonderful opportunity to appreciate the high-quality work that 

has been produced this year. 

It has been a very busy week, especially during the recent heatwave, but our students have 

continued to approach every opportunity with resilience, maturity, and enthusiasm. Their 

efforts across so many different activities are a reminder of what makes the Lordswood 

community such a special place, and we are incredibly proud of everything they have 

achieved. 

Mobile Phones and Smart watches 



 

 
 

 

 

As you will have seen on the news, the DfE have changed the guidance on mobile phones in 

school.  Our currently policy on mobile phones already meets this statutory guidance and 

most students follow this policy. 

 

Just as a reminder - we expect all students to turn off their mobile phones prior to entering 

the school grounds and place them in their lockers or hand it in to reception for safe keeping 

as they enter the school.  Mobile phones should then not be turned back on until they leave 

the school site at 3pm. 

 

Sixth formers are permitted to use their mobile phones in the sixth form centre only.  If they 

are seen anywhere outside the sixth form centre, then they will be confiscated. 

 

The guidance does include other smart technology with similar functions (e.g. smartwatches 

and devices that can send/receive messages, record audio/video), although this has always 

been included in the school policy, we haven't always enforced it as rigorously as we have 

mobile phones.  Due to this new guidance, we will now be reminding all students to remove 

smart watches and to put them in their lockers if they are seen.  From September we will be 

confiscating in line with what we currently do for mobile phones.   

 

Your Survey results from June 2026 
Thank you to the 590 students who completed the Student Voice Survey this term. Your 

feedback helps us understand what is working well and where we can make improvements.  

What is going well? 

There were lots of positive responses from students across the school: 

• 95% of students said they feel safe at school. 

• 92% of students said teachers help them do their best. 

• 94% of students said teachers give them work that challenges them.  

• 92% of students said behaviour around school is good, and 89% said behaviour in 

lessons is good. 

• 84% of students said there is an adult they can talk to if they are worried, an 

improvement from the previous survey. 

• 97% of students said the school encourages respect for people from different 

backgrounds.  

• 96% of students said the school helps them understand different 

cultures, beliefs and values.  

More of you are getting involved in clubs, trips and activities than before so that really 

encouraging.  

Areas we want to improve 

Although results remain positive overall, your feedback highlighted some areas that we will 

continue to work on: 



 

 
 

 

 

• Some students, particularly in Years 8, said they enjoy learning less than 

in previous surveys. So, we will speak with selected students in Year 8 to better 

understand how we can improve engagement and enjoyment in lessons. 

• Sixth Form participation in clubs and extracurricular activities is lower than in other 

year groups. The Sixth Form Leadership Team will find out what activities students 

would like and promote clubs more effectively through assemblies, tutors and the 

Sixth Form notice boards. 

• Students would like more careers information, particularly about different careers, 

employers, qualifications and future pathways. This has been passed on to Mrs 

McInerney, our Careers Coordinator, and we will provide more opportunities for you 

to meet employers and learn about careers, especially activities throughout the year 

that include employer talks, careers events and opportunities to record career-

related experiences in student planners. 

 

We are proud that so many students feel safe, supported and challenged in their learning, 

and we will continue working on the areas you told us could be even better.  

 

Year 12 Parent Survey - Your views required! - REMINDER 

We would like to gather the views of Year 12 parents and carers on a range of school 

related areas to help us ensure we are providing the best provision for our students. 

We would appreciate you taking the time to fill in a short survey at your earliest convenience. 

Please click here to complete the survey. 

Thank you to all those parents who have already provided feedback. Your views are very 

important to us. 

Please note that this survey will be open to accept responses until 3:00pm Wednesday 15th 

July 2026 

Many thanks 

Mrs Finucane 

AHT:Personal Development 

 

DfE update: Great British Summer Savings 

The DfE have asked us to share the following information: 

 

Rising prices can make life's little treats harder to afford, especially during the school holidays 

when costs build up for families. This Government is determined to help, and that is why last 

month the Chancellor announced the Great British Summer Savings scheme. 

 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/w932Qy8TVQ


 

 
 

 

 

From 25 June to 1 September 2026, the Government is temporarily cutting VAT from 20% to 5% 

on children's meals in restaurants, children and family tickets to cinemas, theatres, concerts and 

exhibitions, and admission to a wide range of attractions. Combined with free bus travel during 

August for children aged 5 to 15 in England, families and young people will be able to enjoy 

experiences that make summer special, including visits to the kinds of cultural and educational 

attractions that enrich children's lives outside the classroom. 

 

As part of this campaign, we have launched an attraction finder website which allows families 

to type in their postcode and find participating venues near them to make the most of summer 

savings. To use the attraction finder, please visit https://summersavings.gov.uk.  

Message for Parents and Carers from Birmingham City 

Council 

Birmingham city council have asked us to share the following request: 

Parents and carers are encouraged to discuss end-of-term plans with their children and to 

consider whether travel into Birmingham City Centre is necessary. Knowing where young people 

are, who they are spending time with, and how they intend to travel home can help keep them 

safe and reduce the risk of them becoming vulnerable. 

Our collective aim is to ensure that all young people can enjoy the end of the school year safely 

and return home without incident. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping us keep Birmingham's children and young 

people safe.   

 

Strategic Clearing vacancies are live at the University of 

Leeds 

What is Strategic Clearing? 

Whether they've changed their mind about their chosen course or university, or are simply 

considering their options, Strategic Clearing offers students a fantastic opportunity to get 

ahead of the curve and secure the university place that's right for them, without waiting until 

August. Students can apply now, using either their final results or predicted grades to be 

considered for a place. 

Vacancies will be live until 9am on Monday 3 August. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnews.service.education.gov.uk%2fDE16905954C6E23DD4F0E033FFAE7972595F006E3DBC5FC78B634518E38FDE1E%2f5D04AB074D58CA26D57A911B63011F9D%2fLE35&c=E,1,LEF7_7dwIHQk6JyxVpBUI9ZXlOG1eHRooWK276-BXh1toFHEVKq2m1g0X3Vv5ZBdJLIyltNYACmvBVUfQ4UKYiVbMPw7NcIaVKaPTTq6xNPJcFaDnRxO&typo=1


 

 
 

 

 

For further information please click below: 

Clearing | University of Leeds  

Year 12 Free Oxbridge/Medicine Programme 

Leading Education Applications Ltd are offering a Free Year 12 Oxbridge/Medicine 

Programme, which provides students with crucial insights and inspiration for applying to 

highly competitive universities. 

This year, they have expanded the free programme, combining live lectures and 1:1 sessions, 

with 6 hours of total support across the year. Drawing on our latest research, we share high-

impact, practical guidance on applications that have helped our learners achieve a 

43% Oxbridge success rate, compared to a national average of 16%. 

Over the past 3 years, Leading Education Applications Ltd have supported over 

4,300 students from UK schools through the free programme, so they thought current Year 

12 cohort might also be keen to take advantage of it. 

Free Year 12 Oxbridge/Medicine Programme 

Sign-up deadline: 22nd July 

Flyer: https://leadingeducation.co.uk/Y12-26-Sinfo/ 

Helping Future Medical Applicants Prepare Over the 

Summer 

As the summer holidays are about to begin, many aspiring medical students ask the same 

question: "What should I be doing now to improve my chances of getting into medical 

school?" 

 

https://www.leeds.ac.uk/clearing/courses?l=uk
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2ftrackingservice.monday.com%2ftracker%2flink%3ftoken%3deyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJvcmlnaW5hbFVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vbGVhZGluZ2VkdWNhdGlvbi5jby51ay9ZMTItMjYtU2luZm8vIiwiZW1haWxJZCI6ImMwMGFkMzBiLTUwYjYtNGU5OC1iNzM0LTU5NzNkMWE4NzUwNCIsImlhdCI6MTc4MzUyNDcyNX0.pN4R5aJp-0td5lHUDE1pIMea3JCEdcexmh_5plwKoYM%26r%3duse1&c=E,1,g0KDfSvtXCvwSyiPJo4CQFCwVDaYV_mR5fZCyxGgfAhI2Sgy1OG5Zr1hE5Nw2y6wy9v1uV9KcWx0Ryd3RxJtNAju9WL671UZaLWT9PLcZhnaepvNW67A&typo=1


 

 
 

 

 

The reality is that summer is one of the most valuable periods in the application cycle. 

Students have the opportunity to prepare for the UCAT, reflect on work experience, begin 

planning their personal statement, and gain a much clearer understanding of what medical 

schools expect from applicants. 

 

To support them, Medic Mentor are hosting a FREE Live Virtual Get Into Medicine Conference 

on Sunday 19th July from 9:30am – 1:30pm, designed to help students make the most of 

the months ahead. 

 

Students can register here: https://medicmentor.org/get-into_medicine_conference_signup/ 

 

Throughout the conference, students will receive guidance on: 

• Planning their medical school application strategically 

• UCAT preparation and revision techniques 

• Choosing medical schools based on their strengths and aspirations 

• Writing a competitive personal statement 

• Reflecting effectively on work experience and wider reading 

• Interview preparation and common admissions mistakes 

• Scholarships, mentoring and additional opportunities to strengthen an application 

 

Each year Medic Mentor work with thousands of aspiring medical students, and one of the 

biggest differences between successful applicants is not simply academic ability but having 

a clear understanding of the admissions process. This conference is for aspiring medical 

students from Year 9-Year 12. 

By attending this conference, students will leave with a structured plan for the 

summer and a much better understanding of how to prepare each component of 

their application. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmedicmentor.org%2fget-into_medicine_conference_signup%2f&c=E,1,4szOHtM5DnwUtlvh0KLS_hX-rxJD-TQLJozKuL46S_D8HdqGWQplF5zOCKJ446-Aa6QH5CPwNcDoeDKRHZRL9h6uRQZuSpSZqteF0IQNF4xWoqnWnQdB23pJDHRq&typo=1&ancr_add=1


 

 
 

 

 

If you are considering a career in medicine, please click below: 

Registration is available here: https://medicmentor.org/get-

into_medicine_conference_signup/ 

Warm regards, 

Dr (Prof) Dhakshana Sivayoganathan 

Medical Director of Medic Mentor (part of Mentorverse) 

 

Summer Volunteering Health Opportunities For Students 

For interested students here is a list of over 20 summer volunteering projects for health now 

available.  

 In order to book, students will need to sign up using the Mailing List sign up link below. Places 

are limited — book early to avoid disappointment. 

To book, join our mailing list here: Learn about our Youth Volunteering for Health programmes 

here!   

✨ Be the first to know about new Volunteering for Health Projects or Events 

👉 Sign up to our mailing list 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://medicmentor.org/get-into_medicine_conference_signup/
https://medicmentor.org/get-into_medicine_conference_signup/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.volunteerbrum.org%2fo%2fYouth-Volunteering-for-Health%2factivities%2fYouth-Volunteering-for-Health-Opportunities%2f104029&c=E,1,zddAgBwtnLSMMDlDWZut6wK0zJrd5VJF-yOcZn8qMXO_3g4QVrKaMHQFH8WkqoMXH_nBuEQCrFLjQxERhQI2MsiareRNj-kOjad0pfT6&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.volunteerbrum.org%2fo%2fYouth-Volunteering-for-Health%2factivities%2fYouth-Volunteering-for-Health-Opportunities%2f104029&c=E,1,zddAgBwtnLSMMDlDWZut6wK0zJrd5VJF-yOcZn8qMXO_3g4QVrKaMHQFH8WkqoMXH_nBuEQCrFLjQxERhQI2MsiareRNj-kOjad0pfT6&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fforms.office.com%2fe%2fTSSjiFqpLP&c=E,1,JnZ9wNuTjgTDegEG8G64j1Iqc5gMyl6meEbeaA1ItGoGexRtTUyBrlnxuqhCH5gWbbNq8nrSrK1FJWaNh_4RJOr-zzyW4RJXAqdOkmopJp321_Lh&typo=1
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